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Synopsis

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! Some of Americaa ™s most important founders have been
erased from our history books. In the fight to restore the true meaning of the Constitution, their
stories must be told.A A A A A In the earliest days of our nation, a handful of unsung

heroesa "including women, slaves, and an lroquois chiefa "made crucial contributions to our
republic. They pioneered the ideas that led to the Bill of Rights, the separation of powers, and the
abolition of slavery. Yet, their faces havena ™t been printed on our currency or carved into any
cliffs. Instead, they were marginalized, silenced, or forgottena "sometimes by an accident of history,
sometimes by design.A A A A In the thick of the debates over the Constitution, some founders
warned about the dangers of giving too much power to the central government. Though they did not
win every battle, these anti-Federalists and their allies managed to insert a system of checks and
balances to protect the people from an intrusive federal government. Other forgotten figures were
not politicians themselves, but by their thoughts and actions influenced Americad ™s story. Yet
successive generations have forgotten their message, leading to the creation of a vast federal
bureaucracy that our founders would not recognize and did not want.Senator Mike Lee, one of the
most consistent and impassioned opponents of an abusive federal government, tells the story of
libertya ™s forgotten heroes. In these pages, youa ™Il learn the true stories of founders such

as...a ¢ Aaron Burr who is depicted in the popular musical Hamilton and in history books as a villain,
but in reality was a far more complicated figure who fought the abuse of executive power.a ¢ Mercy
Otis Warren, one of the most prominent female writers in the Revolution and a protA©gA® of John
Adams, who engaged in vigorous debates against the encroachment of federal power and
ultimately broke with Adams over her fears of the Constitution.a ¢ Canasatego, an Iroquois chief
whose words taught Benjamin Franklin the basic principles behind the separation of powers.The
popular movement that swept Republicans into power in 2010 and 2016 was led by Americans who
rediscovered the majesty of the Constitution and knew the stories of Hamilton, Madison, and
Washington. But we should also know the names of the contrarians who argued against them and
who have been written out of history. If we knew of the heroic fights of these lost founders, wea ™d
never have ended up with a government too big, too powerful, and too unresponsive to its citizens.
The good news is that itd ™s not too late to rememberand to return to our first principles. Restoring

the memory of these lost individuals will strike a crippling blow against big government.
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Customer Reviews

"He is telling us a story... about the people who saw a powerful federal government as the greatest
threat to our liberty and freedom, and it is a belief you can clearly tell Lee shares....This is without a
doubt your must-read of the summer." & "Red Stateé ceAn entertaining and enlightening account of
our & “forgotten foundersa ™ but, more important, a vital reminder of why limited government and
federalism must be restored to the center of the American experiment.a 4 "ARTHUR C. BROOKS,
president of the American Enterprise Instituted ceSenator Mike Lee continues to demonstrate that
the struggle for limited government and against historical amnesia are inseparable.a -4 "GEORGE
F. WILLA ceEvery liberty-loving American should read this book!a 4 "SENATOR RAND

PAUL& ceThese stories have been forgotten or & "buriedd ™ by those who would like us to forget
the foundersa ™ strong suspicion of centralized, unrestrained government. Any American who
reads this book will find it difficult to put down, and will emerge from the experience not only
inspired, but also better equipped to support, protect, and defend the Constitution.a 4 "SENATOR
TED CRUZa cePower-hungry politicians and biased historians have deliberately neglected these
captivating stories from Americad ™s founding era, stories that once restored to our national
consciousness could help usher in a new era of American exceptionalism.a « 8 "'SENATOR MARCO
RUBIOa ceWhile 14 ™d eagerly recommend it just for the highly entertaining stories, even more
important is the message these stories convey together: the Constitutionwas designed to limit the
federal government and secure power for the statesand, ultimately, the people.a « 4 "STEPHEN F.
HAYES , editor in chief, The Weekly Standarda ceThis book should be part of every patriotad ™s
library.a «a "CARLY FIORINA



SENATOR MIKE LEE (R-Utah)A is a tireless advocate for constitutionally limited government. A
former federal prosecutor and appellate litigator who previously worked as a law clerk to Supreme
Court justice Samuel A. Alito, Jr., he serves on the Judiciary Committee, the Commerce Committee,
the Energy and Natural Resources Committee, and the Joint Economic Committee. He is also the
chairman of the Senate Steering Committee. His previous books include Our Lost Constitution and

The Freedom Agenda.

This is my second purchase of this book, gave my first one away to a high school US History Buff.
He too thought this book shed light in the darker corners of our history. Well done, easy read and
very understandable. New information is always enlightening! Thomas Jefferson said, "If we are to
guard against ignorance and remain free, it is the responsibility of every American to be informed."
George Washington also stated, "Truth will ultimately prevail where there is pains taken to bring it to
light." This book helps us learn more of the truth of our American History! By the very words of many
of our Founders, we should endeavor to learn all we can and to maintain ALL the truth in our
American HistoryV/R Kent M. WhitneyMaster Chief US Navy EOD/CB SCW Retired

Refreshing look at some of the key values that formulated our exceptional system of government
and how influences behind and sometimes against the major historical political figures and ideas of

the time, tempered the various elements into a new and robust alloy, unlike any before.

| found this book very hard to put down. | really learned alot about some of the most amazing
founding fathers who are really unknown yet stood up to big goverment.sen mike lee has done an
amazing job in his historical research great gift for a friend or family member or book club. would like
to recamend alsothe lost constitution by sen mike lee the freedom agenda by sen mike lee a more

perfect union by ben carson and legends and lies the patriots by bill o reilly

Wow, | enjoyed this book! | learned about some folks I'd never heard of, and also learned important

details about some | had heard of. | really enjoyed this history!

Loved it!

Great reading.



Mike Lee does it again. He makes history of the founding riveting and compelling. This is not history
that is taught in our schools anymore, and is a must buy for every homeschooling family in America
and anyone who is worried about the lack of civic education in our country. The portraits of these
lost founders are so well written and deeply researched as the dozens of pages of endnotes attest.
Anyone who cares about our Constitution needs to go out and buy this book and another one to

give to a neighbor or friend!

Amazing book! Well researched and invaluable historical evidence of society’s state of mind.
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